greatparks.org/volunteer
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

GRAPEVINE
Volunteer Information, News & Events

FEB
2018

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Jack Sutton, Chief Executive Officer
On December 11, 2017, Great Parks received formal notification that our application
for Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funding for the construction of the
Beechmont Avenue bridge widening project has been approved. You may recall we
received preliminary approval from OKI back in August.

Larry McLean
What is your favorite volunteer
activity? Anything outdoors. Tree
planting and winter hikes top my list.
What is your favorite park? Winton
Woods. It is close to home and my
wife and I walk around the lake
nearly every day.
When you’re not at Great Parks,
where can we find you? Teaching
and writing about human
physiology. I just published my first
book, Lectures in Physiology.
Tell us something about yourself
that might surprise us? I was a
Baptist preacher for a time.
What is your life motto? It is never
too late to make your life a success.
Where have you recently retired
from? I retired from Sanofi, a
pharmaceutical company where
I helped chemists design better
drugs. I now teach physiology as an
adjunct professor at Ivy Tech and UC.
What are three things on your
bucket list? An Amazon and Rhine
cruise with my daughter and
wife and European tour with my
grandson.
What is you specialty dish? London
broil (I always make it for the Parky’s
Farm annual lunch).
If you had superpower, what would
you do with it? Bring peace and
justice to the world.

This project will accommodate a separate dedicated bike
trail lane (with safety barrier) on the downstream side of
the bridge. This is the missing link to connect the 78 mile
Little Miami Scenic Trail to Armleder Park and downtown
Cincinnati via Lunken Bike Path and the Ohio River Trail.
The Little Miami Scenic Trail (LMST) is one of the longest
paved multi-use trails in the United States – spanning
five counties in southwest Ohio. The LMST currently
terminates near Beechmont Avenue and SR32/Batavia
Road. This proposed bridge construction (widening)
project will:
1. Link two regional trail systems – the LMST and the Ohio River Trail.
2. Connect the Lunken Bike Path and Armleder Connector Trail in Cincinnati to the
southern terminus of the LMST in Anderson Township
3. Serve as the final trail link connecting Cincinnati to Dayton, Columbus and
Cleveland
The total estimated
construction
costs (FY-2021) is
$5,400,000. The
CMAQ funding will
provide $4,320,000
or 80% of the total.
In 2015, Great Parks
secured a State of
Ohio capital grant
for $350,000 for
this project. We will
continue to seek funding assistance for the remaining $730,000 needed for the
local match.
The project is currently scheduled to be funded in federal fiscal year 2021, which
begins July 1, 2020. Congratulations to Todd Palmeter, Tim Zelek and Margaret
Minzner of our Planning Division for putting this funding application together!
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VOLUNTEER MEETINGS
Volunteer meetings are a great way
to meet new people, learn about
upcoming volunteer opportunities
and learn something interesting from
an exciting lineup of guest speakers.
Meetings take place at 7 p.m. in
Winton Centre Auditorium, unless
otherwise noted. Coffee and tea are
provided. Bring in your favorite baked
goods to share!
January 16, 2018–Louis E. Adams,
Author and University of Cincinnati
Professor Emeritus of the School
of Medicine, shares his experience
working with the Moroccan medical
community as a member of the
Peace Corp and World Health
Organization during the 1960’s.
At the invitation of the Moroccan
government, Professor Adams
returned to Morocco in 2008 and
traveled extensively throughout
the country. His topic will include
Moroccan history and travel
adventure. Lou is also a Great Parks
volunteer!
March 20, 2018–Jack Sutton, Great
Parks Executive Director, will take a
look back at 2017 and also provide
some insight on what lies ahead
for 2018. Stay in tune with what’s
going on in the park district. Jack’s
annual state-of-the-park address is
something you won’t want to miss.
May 15, 2018–To be announced
soon!
July 17, 2018–To be announced
soon!
When recording your hours in VIC
for volunteer meetings, log them
under Volunteer Meeting [Winton
Woods\Volunteer Services]. Training
hours may be doubled. Drive time
to and from the training may be
included but not doubled.
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Get Involved
Try something new! Please review the list of programs below. If you are able
to assist with the activity, phone or email the event supervisor to volunteer.
Don’t forget to record your service hours in VIC or on a paper time sheet, using
the assignment category found highlighted at the end of each opportunity.

FARBACH WERNER
Sat 2/24 & Sun 2/25, Noon–4 p.m.

Maple Sugar Days
It’s maple sugaring time! Families will
celebrate the awakening of maple trees
as they prepare for spring with the
very traditional craft of making maple
syrup. It will be a delicious weekend of
tastes, crafts, demonstrations and hikes.
Volunteers are needed to help park
guests with crafts, handing out samples
of food and hikes. To volunteer, contact
Suzanne Roth at sroth@greatparks.org
or phone 513-385-4811. For volunteers
ages 14 and up. Interpreter Programs
[Farbach Werner Nature Preserve\
Education & Events].

Winter Hike Series, contact Suzanne
Roth at sroth@greatparks.org or phone
513-385-4811. For volunteers ages 18
and up. Interpreter Programs [Miami
Whitewater Forest\Education & Events].

SHARON WOODS
The Sharon Centre is expanding its
hours! Lots of volunteers are needed to
work the desk, run the register, answer
phones, clean the facility and supervise
the Adventure Station on Mondays,
Saturdays and Sundays. If you like to
meet new people and help park guests,
then this might just be the perfect
role for you. For more information or
to volunteer, contact Julie Shaw at
jshaw@greatparks.org or phone 513769-4336. For volunteers ages 18 and
up. Visitor Center [Sharon Woods\
Guest Experiences].

WINTON WOODS
Sun 2/11, 2 p.m.

All Things Chocolate

Michael Draper (foreground) and Bob Bohn
heating up the sap at Maple Sugar Days.

MIAMI WHITEWATER FOREST
Sat 2/3, 9:30 a.m.

Winter Hikes
Lots of volunteers are needed to help
with the last Winter Hike of 2018. Always
a sell out, these are challenging hikes,
ranging in distance from 4–5.5 miles,
and are held at different parks each
Saturday for a new experience each
week. Every hike concludes with a hot
bowl of soup and plenty of camaraderie.
Volunteers are needed to lead hike
groups and also to make sure no one
falls too far behind. Hike leaders will be
stopping along the trails to do some
naturalist intrepretation. If you would
like to help with the “wildly” popular

Chocolate is the natural choice for
many on Valentine’s Day. Why do
we have such a fascination with this
luscious food? Park guests will find
out and share in some special treats.
Volunteer chocolate hosts and hostesses
are needed during treat tasting. To
volunteer, contact Susan Sumner at
ssumner@greatparks.org or phone
513-521-7275, ext. 243. For volunteers
ages 14 and up. Interpreter Programs
[Winton Woods\Education & Events].
Sun 2/18 & 2/25, 1–3 p.m.

Winter Star Quest
Prepare for an out-of-this world
experience in an inflatable planetarium.
Marvel at the night sky in winter
as we spot some of the brightest
stars and constellations. Volunteers
will assist guests in star themed
activities outside of the planetarium.
To help, contact Susan Sumner at
ssumner@greatparks.org or phone
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513-521-7275, ext. 243. For volunteers
ages 14 and up. Interpreter Programs
[Winton Woods\Education & Events].

ANATOMY OF AN ASSIGNMENT CATEGORY

Tue 2/20, 11 a.m.

If you use VIC to record your volunteer hours, you’re going to notice some big
changes to the assignment categories. In 2018, they’ve been altered to reflect Great
Parks’ new organizational structure. It’s important that your hours get entered into
the right assignment categories so we can paint an accurate
portrait of all the important work you do.

Homeschool Science (Central):
Winter Star Quest
Volunteers will help home-schooled
students, ages 5–12, and their parents
explore the stars in an inflatable
planetarium and learning stations. If
you can help, contact Susan Sumner
at ssumner@greatparks.org or phone
513-521-7275, ext. 243. For volunteers
ages 14 and up. Interpreter Programs
[Winton Woods\Education & Events].

WOODLAND MOUND
Fri 2/2, 10 a.m.

Groundhog Jamboree
It’s a nature jamboree! Through crafts
and activities, 3–5 year olds will learn
all about groundhogs. Volunteers are
needed to greet guests, prepare snacks,
create groundhog-themed crafts and
assist with set-up and take-down. If
you can help, contact Jenn Wallace at
jwallace@greatparks.org or phone 513474-0580. For volunteers ages 18 and
up. Interpreter Programs [Woodland
Mound\Education & Events].

Kris Roselle, Volunteer Services Manager

How will you know where to enter your hours? We’ll include
the new assignment categories at the end of each volunteer
opportunity in the GrapeVINE, as well as with each email
that we send to you. Also, coming soon, you’ll find a list of
new assignment categories and what they mean on your VIC
home page. It may be a bit confusing at first. After all, change
is never easy and rarely goes as smoothly as we like. Perhaps
understanding the anatomy of an assignment category will
help. Let’s dissect one now!
Let’s say you volunteer for a Winter Hike at Sharon Woods. The new assignment
category for this is called Interpreter Programs [Sharon Woods/Education &
Events]. Interpreter Programs, formerly known as Naturalist Programs, tell us
what type of activity or event you helped with. Sharon Woods, the location, tells
us where the activity took place. Education & Events - a new department that
combines interpreter programs, Adventure Outpost and special events - tells us
who created, implemented and supervised the activity. Voila! We can now convey
the wonderful work you’ve done for Great Parks staff and the public.

Sun 2/11, 1–3 p.m.

Valentine’s Crafts
Volunteers are needed to greet
guests and help kids, ages 3–12,
create winter-themed crafts. If you
can help, contact Jenn Wallace at
jwallace@greatparks.org or phone 513474-0580. For volunteers ages 14 and
up. Interpreter Programs [Woodland
Mound\Education & Events].
Fri 2/16, 10 a.m.

Hedgehog Jamboree
It’s a nature jamboree! Through crafts
and activities, 3–5 year olds will learn
all about hedgehogs. Volunteers will
greet guests, help prepare snacks,
create hedgehog-themed crafts and
assist with set-up and take-down. If
you can help, contact Jenn Wallace at
jwallace@greatparks.org or phone 513474-0580. For volunteers ages 18 and
up. Interpreter Programs [Woodland
Mound\Education & Events].
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Recording your volunteer time is just as important as the service you provide. Your
recorded time tells us a lot, like who is active and who may need assistance finding
a new or better-fitting volunteer role. The data is also one of many items that help
Great Parks determine where park district resources should be allocated. Your
service tells a story, which helps explain to park staff, park users, the community
(tax payers) and potential funders who we are and the important work you do.
Entering your hours into the correct assignment categories is important, so if you
have any questions don’t guess, ask! Send an email to volunteer@greatparks.org or
phone 513-521-7275. Thanks for all you do and Happy New Year!

Thank you!
Just a quick note to let you know all the volunteers that share
their time here at the Sharon Centre are so amazing, friendly
and are always ready to help.
Julie Shaw, Sharon Woods Guest Experiences Manager
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TIPS & TRICKS OF VOLUNTEERING
Social media can be a lot of fun, but should
always be approached with common sense.
Many think of social media as a double edged
sword - it can produce very positive results, but
when used improperly it can create division and
negativity.
Whether you opt
to participate in
social media sites
for personal reasons
is your decision.
“Personal” use of
social media is any
participation that is not authorized by Great
Parks.
Participating in social media using Great Parks’
equipment must be job-related for an approved
project. Personal social media activities should
be conducted on non-volunteer time using
personal communication devices.
If you choose to participate in a social media
site, please exercise sound judgment and
common sense. You should not post anything
that would be contrary to Great Parks’ policies,
including its policies against harassment,
discrimination and violence. You may share
messages presented from official Great Parks’
accounts as well as your positive Great Parks
experiences.
Great Parks is active on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and YouTube. We invite you to
particpate in these platforms by liking and
leaving positive comments which will boost the
post and increase its reach.
Facebook: facebook.com/GreatParksHC/
Intagram: instagram.com/great_parks/
Twitter: twitter.com/greatparks
YouTube: youtube.com/user/GreatParks1930
We also encourage you to use the hashtag
#greatparks when sharing your personal park
experiences and photos on social media.
Always remember, Great Parks is a visible part of
the local community and is held in high regard.
To preserve that status, we must always remain
positive, respectful and take a neutral stance on
controversial issues when using social media.
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First Aid CPR Training
Sign up for National Safety Council First Aid CPR classes. All
programs will be from 8 a.m.–12:30 p.m. in the Employee
Training Center at Sharon Woods. First Aid CPR is an
optional training, free and open to all Great Parks volunteers
and employees. Certification cards will be mailed to you
approximately four weeks after completion of training.
February training dates: Wed 2/14 and Tue 2/20.
Register on line at: https://volunteers-greatparks.bridgeapp.
com/login. If you register for a training and can no longer
attend, please cancel or reschedule by logging into your
Bridge account using the link above. Not able to log into
Bridge? Contact the Volunteer Services Department at
volunteer@greatparks.org or phone 513-521-7275.
Please record these training hours under Training [Sharon
Woods\Risk Management]. Training hours may be doubled.
Drive time to and from the training may be included but not
doubled.

Ranger Receives Patriot Award
On December 28, 2017, Great Parks Ranger Lieutenant
Greg Grimm received the Patriot Award. Presented by ESGR
(Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve), the award
is given to individual supervisors for their support of an
employee serving in the National Guard or Reserve.
Greg was nominated for
the award in October by
Ranger Joel Altman. Ranger
Altman was only three
weeks into his field training
program when he was
called up on active duty by
the Coast Guard to respond
to Hurricane Harvey. Greg
not only helped Joel adjust
his training on short notice, but he also checked in with Joel
and his family while he was gone.
Greg was also instrumental in bringing Joel onto the Great
Parks Ranger Department. Joel and his family had recently
moved back to Cincinnati. Joel was not “certified” by the
State of Ohio, even though he served as a federal police
officer in the DC region. Greg gave Joel the opportunity
to go to the police academy and become a certified Ohio
peace officer. Describing Greg as a “great leader,” Joel
explains that he nominated him because, “Lt. Grimm has
gone above and beyond what most supervisors I have had
throughout my career would have done. He supports the
Coast Guard and all of our military branches and especially
the members and their families.”
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